FOR ANYTHING EXCEPT

SCIENCE!
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i’ﬂmﬂ the sessions of the Pan-Pacific
Science Congress in Australia last year,
auch cloquence was  expended on the
syjeck of the wvalue of scientific re-
reh and the application of the results
industry. In curious contrast to
pse culogies of the scientist in rela-
tion to national progress, is the com-
plaint of the Director of the Common-
‘wealth  Inostitute of Science and
| Industry as contained in the an-
\ Inual report to the House of Represen-
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present is' finaucially so limited as to
be unable to carry out any considerable
part of its statutory functions. So
2 | far from the interest and generosity of
| Government and  Parliament’ having
been stimulated by the deliberations of
1 the Science Congress, Sir George Knibbs
| points out that there was actually a
decrease of £1,000 in the sum provided
for the Institute during the financial
year of 19234, compared with the grant
in the preceding period. Excluding
£3000 for specinl investigations, the net
vote was less than £13,000; salaries and
g0 on absorbed £6,000, “leaving Jess than
£7,000 available for rescarch into all the
scientific and technical problems affect-
‘ling the primary and secondary indus-|
'ghlﬁﬂ." With so limited a staff of ex-|
/I perts and so small a grant, it is quite
i' impossible, as the Director shows, to
i" cover the whole nLthc prescribed field,
! Heven in the most superficial way; and
! 0 urgent appeals to the Government for)
ii' additional funds “have not been ap-
proved.”  Obviously, the Institute, is
starved. Sir David Masson drew atten-
|tion' to its plight in his presidential
' 'l address to the Science Congress in Mel-
‘|bourne, He pointed out that the frame-
work of an investigating bureau had
heen established, but that the Imstitute
‘had not been given sufficient means to
build laboratories or obtain skilled in-
| | | vestigators. The Australian public, as
he Jamented, remains largely. blind to
| iis interests and its duties in connection
dwith scientific research, and the indif-
\ference of the people is reflected in the
apathy and parsimony of the Legisla-
ture,
If the Commonwealth carried into
every branch of its activities the fru-
zality which it exhibits towards the
Science Bureau, the champions of that
potentially invaluable instifution might
be less disposed to complain. But
the reverse is the case. With its col-
2l fers overflowing, the Federation can
%l ind money in abundance for innumer-
Alable other projects much less likely to
vield s rich return to the nation, The
%! interest on the millions lost on ahipping;l!
3l war scrvice homes, and other disas-
{3 trous “undertakings would have suf-
"l ficed to maintain & s-m::it::::tiﬁl:ﬁlr
} |research d&purtment calculaled to save)
Australin untold sums in checking|
ipatural pests and improving national
gfficiency. A Government which be-.
Agrudges the Science Tnstitute the means
| with which to earry om its work, is pre-
‘pared to pay £7,000 annually in salaries
~ albpe to Commissioners to control the
odu Capital Temitory, The
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mme sesmion of Parlinment which'
ﬂ - the Science Director’s report
ms marked by a bitter outburst {rom
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ral members because the Public

._ tatives this week, that the Institute at ©

search. The Commonwealt
consider its whole attitude
stitute which it
than useless to establish a special —
organization, and' detach a wvaluable

official as Director, and then to with- :
hold the funds necessary fof the proper ‘PET
conduct of the work.
a bureau capable of yvielding immense
benefits to Australin should not have
to be n humble and unsuccessful sip-

itude to the In-' P |
created. It is worse

plicant for funds to the Governmeont

and Parliament.
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UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

 LECTURES.
.:'tn_ altractive serica of three coursce
of Universilty Lxtension Lectures is an-

nounced in our advertising eolumns.
first course will be given by Professor

The

e o

gtmig on “Great Writers of the A {
espeare.’”  Ilis lectures will deserilie

the spirit of Bhakespearc’s upge and its

social and political background.

They srill

show that Elizabethean London, with a

population only half that of Adelaide,

con-

tained at leest 10 theatres, and a round

dozen of playwrights, any one of whom. :

would have been reckoned a notable figure

in any nation’s literature.

dramatiste—including
Shakespeare, Webster, Ben Jonwon, and!
Beaumont and Fletcher—will he discussed!
Llizabethan literature was far
more closely connected with public thought
and action than is the literature of our
| own'day, and the lecturer will discuss th
hinnlllure of warfare and the gea,
special reference to Hakloyt and Raleigh
and to the patriotic paems of Drayton an

these

in detail.
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and beauty.

tion.

other  essayisis,
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Emphasis will be laid upon the
pride of Elizabethan England in its his-
toric past, which pride was largely respon-
sible for the historical pliys of Shakespeare
and his contemporaries.
scamen and adventurers had their counter- |
part in the Elizabethan poets and writera |
of imaginative prose, who were, in fact,
adventurers in the world of the spirit.
Many of them, including Sidney, Chapman,
and Daniel, had a passion for learning and
for beauty, which passion transfigures
much of their writing.
show in what ways the poetry of Edmund
Spenser and his followers expresses the
spirit of the Renaissance,
will be given of the Elizabethan sonne-
teers, and the Shakespearean and modern
forms of the sonnet will be compared. Quo-
tations will be given from the lyrists of
the period, from Greene, Lyly, and Peele
down to Heywood and Campion, and it
will be shown how their work reflects the
spirit of the age, and its lyric joy in life
Special reference will be
made to Ben Jonson and the “Sona of
Ben,” including Herrick and Randolph.
The lecturer will emphasize the remarkable
range and variely of Elizabethan prose and
the uncertainty of its power and inspira-
He will discuss Hooker and the
religious prose of the period, Bacon and
] : and wvarionas
“eharacter’” writers, and the literature of
roguery and vagabondage, with special re-
ference to Greene and Dekker. The course

The Elizaethan

Breton -

will conclude with. a retrospect of the

wholg period.

The first lecture will be
given on Tuesday, June 10, in the Prince

of Wales Lecture Room at the Univer-

mty.

" Full particulars of the series on

application at the registrar’s office.
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" BUNDEY PRIZE FOR ENGLISH
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VERSE,

ed the

aide has _award
Fnglish Verse to Mr. :
ﬁgsl._"rhu examiners placed Alas Flsie

Orriss Proxime nceessit,

rian Joseph

Mr. Horfl is

an undergraduate in law at the University,

and Miss Morriss
art.

.ir an undergraduate in
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The Director of

¢ Canada and

s were reciprocal trade preferences of

The lecturer will

An account
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SATURDAY, MAY 24, 1924, |

IFOGGING POT-BOILING
PROTECTIONISTS'

(B y Harry Thomson.) |

Recent remarks of Mr., Ramsay
MacDonald to the effect that some of |
his political opponents who have dared
to advocate Imperial prelference are
“pettifogging, pot-boiling protection-
ists” have one single merit—if it be
a merit—that of alliteration, In cvery
ather respect they are highly regret-
table. They are reducing to the level
not mercly of a party question, but
of party abuse, what 15 inhnitely the
most important question confronting
the British Empire today, and they re-
veal, too, an abysmal ignorance cf Bri-
tish fiseal history in the last halt-
century. A very siight retrospect rc-
veals this, T Y |

Trinidad, ‘Barbados, DBritish Guiana,
€1, Lucia, and other islands of the Bri-|
tish West Indies are Crown Colonies. |
Their fiscal policy is directly decided d
by the Imperial Government, In 1000 |
ssion was appointed to |
relations - between |
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2 Royai Commt
trade

iconsider

Several of cannda and the West Indies: it was | it iy
Marlowe,

'

nresided over by Lord Balfour of
Burleigh. The report, adopted by the
British Government, was in favor ol
a scheme of reciprocal trade preler-
snices, In 1911 an agreement was in
consequence arrived at  between
the West Indies. The
features, of this trade agreement |
about 20 per cent, and the provikion
for extra duties on a number of
foreign imports.

This agreement was adopted by the
British Government on behalf of the
West Indies, and is a definite recogni- |
tion of the principle of Empire preifer-
ence.  And only 13 vears have clapsed.

So far as the Dominions themselves
were concerned, however. there was
a much wider extension of the prin-
ciple. Before the war Canada granted
vreferential agreements to the United |
Kingdom. New Zealand, South Alrica, |
India, Ceylon, and a number ol
Crown Colonies. ‘Australia granted
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ing siusfied by these possessions—to
th§ great detriment and almost ruin
of the British West Indies. This 15
anothet example. Sy

Self-preservation, ‘
As with an individual so with al
political community the first law 15

| the law of self-preservation.  That 1s

oven more true of a political com-
munity, for individuals have' been|
known under stress of great emotion

! and when moved by high sentiment to:

sacrifice themselves for others. Foliti-| |
cal communities have Parliaments and ~
ITess, There 18 distuss:bp and argu-
ment and the ccunter-view,  Seli-
interest comes in in a thousand ways.
The life-blood of a modern commun:ty |
‘e trade and commerce. That must
he nourished and preserved before all)
else, Whatever sacrifices 'a'nllmnﬁr_
representatives might as individuals be
prepared to make, as representatives |
of the nation they cannot. Mnrkctsil
must be found. and if not in one place |
then in  another. It 15 but aelf-
preservation—a hard law but neces-
sary., There is a place for sentiment,

but it is not iy lirst place. No anel
would wish to Zecry sentiment. Al
woulil”wish to enthrone it. And that

ic why facts thal hold in themzeives
the werm of danger should he faced.
At present the preference proposdis |
have been dropped  without even al
vote. They have been dropped by 4§
Canada 12 angry—and has said i
n—and already 1s looking toward ids i)
United States.  Australia ™ 15 disan-|
pointed, and Mr. Bruce

says:—"We |
must have markets for our frmit and *f
our wine. © If not Great Hri:a;nh-[
where?" And hard on that come falcs
of French overtures and of Italian {
meat contracts. In South Africa an’
clection s pending, and the cry of the |
Secessonizis is lond in the | l

anu— |8
louder than for a great mmany Vears 1

It 'is not the time for threats, which '§
are ‘oolish and futile. It i1s not the B
place for petulance. But it is the time B
jor a very grave consideration of the |
whole problem of Empire relations inl
trade. Trade does not always foilow' !
the Flag. History, cven of the Jast’
hundred years, shows that just as fre-
quently docs the Flag- follow trade.
For that among other reasons it'is o
be hoped that the question i1s brought
rapidly out of the party slough into
it scemis in Great Bratain 1o
have fallen, and put in the forefront

preference to the United Kingdom and
ta certain South African products.
South Africa granted preicrence to,
Australia. Canada. New Zealand, and |
the United Kingdom. In face
of all this and in face of the fact that|
‘the British Government has frequently |
instructed its own ambassadors 1o
work with Dominion representatives in |
nerotiating such treaties with foreign |
countries. it certainly seems very late |

in the day to characterise the preferen- |

tial  system as
doomed to . failure.

Important Considerations

More important than the past, how-
ever, is the future. In matters of Em-
pire, tendency is all important, and
events only secondary. Two proposi-
tions can be put forth with absolute
certainty. The first of these is that

experimental

el & sane Imperial policy.
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in the iast 30 years there has been an

emancipation by the Dominions from |
‘the fiscal and tariff control of Great|
[t is not a great many ycars |
cven |

Britam,
since the British Government ¢
vetoed preferences between the dific-
rent Australian. Colonies. And the
other proposition is that all the 13e-
minions have dchnitely declared for
protection and for using tariffs lor
far more than mere revenue purposcs.

In Australia at least three other
considerations hold sway—the foster-
ing of industrics, the payment of a liv-
ing wage, and the direction of trade
into particular « channels, preferably
Empire channels. These are facts and
are strong political forces, and all the
abuse and criticism in the world will
not abate them. Thu:-l}- are there to
be ussd—or ipnored. The British Em-

15 10 remain the British Empire.
It is not often realised how rapidly

and how effectively commercial treaties |

of the nature of reciprocal tariff con-
cessions act, In 1860 Gladstone nego-
tiated a commercial tren%w-gh France.
The French tariff on knglish goods
was brought down to 15°per cent, The
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The Council of the University of Adii
aid h;..A.nﬂTmh . L. W. ‘B
ton, A, " to W Aecouy ant
ST has o .
m%g_m n at the Adelaide Schil
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