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continent, It ix perhnp: well
) reiterute the oft-repeated warning that
Ii'i'l fauna and flora are in great danger

) rapid extinetion, For theso two rea-

ﬁll:: the South Agstralian branch of the
itish Seience Guild is to be warmiyt ¥
& commended for its enterprise in arranging
It for a series of handbooks descriptive ot
the animals and plants of South Australia.
Realizing thé lu& of inexpensive and au-
thont.uhfe works on. the biology of Aus
h*:hl;ih it nﬁhtl} huppm;:; is 0
severe handicap to progress BCIANC
in that continent, and the need for a wider
¢ Jiffusioh of a&r:uru‘tt Lﬂmﬁlei!gc {Iit'. this
intlrutu:a apd primitive brological  com-
munity, the guild has rallied to .its aid
th of an enthueiastic body of
Australian biologists, who, between
, have planned this series of hand-
The Government of South Aus
come to ifs assistance by under-
K: ng the printing and publicatian.  For
enlightened and broad-minded policy
iF deserves and will receive the thauks,
h¢ not only of the public of Australia, but
,l.lll# of scientific men the world over,
Wood Jones's aecount of the
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.[nunn
‘a model of what a popular handbook
should be. - Exeellently and clearly writ-
ten, illostrated by nearly 100 beautifully
elear line drawings—specially prepared for
this work, we take it—by t the author, and
ld‘.mirlhh reproduced, it is full of authori-
tative imformation on the structure, clasgi-
ficativn, and habits of these intcrrsting

Ll_i

| wished it

lh following notes uwpon |

‘between Sir Henry
L Qhitin,

it

¢2 and carnivorons marsupials is|

ﬂhﬂiim:
a
pct-t Inthlntr.-. on

audience in the
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Liberal Federation.

mdﬂt: for North ?&.ﬂﬂmd&,l

Murch 20. He said
to be clearly understood that
M he was the nominge ot of any individaal )
luot of a Parlipmentar

Pros-

party, but of the
¢ WaE not respons

gible for the statements of any indiviaual,

nor the actions of any cluss of persons,
He was standidg solely. by the platiorm
It was not a eontest
and My,
the

of the federation,
Barwell
IL wis a contest betweor
ringiples for which hiberalism and
ism Etood, The issue was plain—I
lism or socialimm, Ha pointed  out

all the “authorised” attacks of the Labouy
| Party had been directed againadt one man

—the l’lémiu A preat deal had

)

socla:

ibara-
that

beeh

made of thae Frﬂuinr'ﬁ remarks about a

white Australiag
tion might be placed on those remar

the Liberal Federation towards that
tical Ideal.

white / The Socialists, by

uattn!m
mislead the
ralisin m}uhll
n white Australia.
a copy of the Liberal platforin, and
that was one of the planks.

Party stood for a

the hurdens upon nlf clagges,

meand of tnxation.
fair and ¢ Lﬁﬂitlhh‘*
was the 1

girive to bring about.
wsed A= o means of taxation would
with the approval of all:
ways mugt beé run on huihlt‘is linés,

It seemed that now the railway

The first and foremost p
in the platform was the majntenance li!]f a
thely
methods in. this mitter were tryin
seop'e into a belief that libe. /29
break in upon the poliey of {amount of ignorance.

They, no doubt, had|Conference, for example, not once, but

but whatever construc-|!

ks, i

did nat alter in the least the attitude of

{mh
ank
to

L:mw
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In the mattet of taxation, the Liberal ‘the following
ust apportionment of| gives free trade to all,
This would
nat penalize any section, nor permit rails
wny Pites and fréights to be weed ns a
That was absolutely let in British goods free instead of tax-
A Jjust apportionment
sal his party stood for, and a
just apportionment was what he would
The provision that
vai'way [reights and rates should not be

meet

Lbut the rau- posite conclusions to that at first sight

The

appoinement of Mr. Webb was excellent.
8, wute to 1020 the average rate of preference

X Ea %ﬂﬁ‘ﬁ -

mammals,
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maue whick are of importance in classifi-
cation, general definition of scientific!

s and measurements of H;mmmnns
The classification of the mammalia, defini-
Lions of the sub-classes, and m:muntu of
‘the families, genera, and speciea follow in

It is prefaced by a brief. ac- |
count of those characters of the mam-|

'tm:i and explicit instructions for mnl..mg'
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turn, and concise keys to these are pro-
vided in every case, while the author does:
a great service by including the native and |
common names of all the mammals. His |
chapters ou the distribution and past his-
tory of the didelphia, the place of the
didelphia in the mammalian phylum, and
the jal problems of the mammalian
fauna of Australis will be specially wel-
a8 the considered opinion of an
We hope that Dr. Wood Jones's
N re from Adelaide Wit norinterfers
R | Or even n delay tHE publication of the
< second part of biz handbook.
3 [ Mr. Waite's handbook on the fishes
% practically & reissue, in more popular
4 form, of his admirable “Catalogue of the
r ?i.u.hﬂ of South Australia,” published in
ili‘ 1221, and as such, therefore requires mno
mmpmmn to Dr. Wood Jones's
The illustrations have been
F‘i‘nﬂ the Government of South Aultrnhn.
"nt. h be congratulated on the inaugura-

#pecial mention here except to say that its

.% m this form enhances its utility
uhfull;: prepared and admirably re

ulduced 57

the general public and provides a
The British Science Guild, the authors,

MR. 5. W, JEFFRIES,

being conducted with a due regard to
nary  business  pnnciples..  The
Parliament interfered with

Webb the better for the people} b

ordi-
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Mr.
it no

harm could be done by intimating to the

Chief Commissioner that it was the
of the Government, ns soon as it s
be economically sound to do so, to
A rearran

olicy
oultl
malkao

ment of freights, so that the

man on the land could be relieved of the

,ﬂun of lhul n:urlleal‘- scries of handbooks, t L
ﬁ'n; Bored i1t Rothbg: will Tatec: [ll'{;;r }:rflm he now lmre.
fere mth_ the early mmp!ulmn of this " that
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EMFIB_E ECONONG -cnuncu]
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(By Harry Thomson.) .

Recent cables announce that the Im-
perial Economic Committee has been
sentenced to death, From Australia’s
noint of view it is tragic to consider
the death of an institution that might
have been so useful, Fortunately the
parents, Messrs. Baldwin and Bruce,
are still living and in the prime of
life, and there is ground for hope that
their next venture may be a hardier
infant.

There is ample room for such a
Council, and ample need. In 'Empire
matters no less: than in international
jgnorance 15 "the great enemy of
|Progress. And between the Dominions
d Great Britain there 15 an amazing
At the recent

imany times, some such argument as
was used: “England
Why cannot
Australia, which run§ cap in hand to
Lnglund so much, do the same, and

ing them, thereby erecting an actificial

hurdlez"

Opposite Conclusions.
The argument really leads to the op-

indicated. Figures, which prove any-
thing, will more than prove this. Up

mven by Australia to Great Britamn
\was 7 per cent. Since 1920 there has
ibeen a higher tariff all round, but the
irate of preference to Great Britain has
gone up to 12 per cent. There has
ibeen no particular decrease in the ab-!
solute rate ot duties imposed on Bri-
tish goods coming in to Australia. In
other words, the British hurdle has re-
mained the same. But by reason of the
fact that the margin between the Bri-
tish and foreign hurdles has increased
since 1020, there has been a con-

gate amount of British goods coming

into Australia and ‘in the relative
amount as compared with imports
from foreign countries.

It is easily demonstrable that far

more British goods are sold 1in Aus-
tralia owing to the preferential tariff
as 1t exists today than would be sold
if there were absolute  frec trade
granted in Australia to both British
and foreign countries. In the latter
scheme depreciated currencies, sweated
labor, dumping, abnormal facilities for
the production of particular articles,
would all have their sway. With a pre-
ferential tariff all these can be regu- |
lated.

Overlooked in England x

All this is completely overlooked by
a great many lecturers and politicians
in England. All they see is the hurdle.
They quite fail to see and to appreci-
ate ithe effect of the higher hurdles on
each side,rover which the foreign
streams of goods have to leap before
they can be sold in Australia. In
other words, they fail to realise that
free trade is not always fair trade, This
is onc of a number of equally impor-
{ant economic principles that an kEco-
nomic Council could do a great deal in
advertising—and perhaps applying.

Such things as these rest on a cors
rect appreciation of economic prin-
ciples. Even more mtpnrtant would be
'the function of an Economic Council
in collecting and disseminating actual

l‘

cance in view of the present temper-
‘ance and prohibition discussion in' this
State—and not without humor. In
ipre-war days Australia had the more

]grnud position of being the
premier Dominion so far as the impor-
tation of whisky from Great Britain
was concerned, Her position of pre-
eminence in this respect was not seri-
ously threatened. Toward the end of
the war the Umttd States went dry.
In 1922 Canada' had moved up to the.

‘Least of all is it the writer's

siderable 1ncrca$t both 1n the aggre- ||
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|'that no Dominion's intere
diced in such or similar :é’

No Plea for Shackles
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{ this ar

to suggest anything the '“ re
gither ¥ of a unﬂgtuhun or. f-l-'l ,j
agenda for an [Economic

to advocate that trade shnu1d gﬂ?;:hm
Jc:a:tr:d to any artificial s or
curbs, We saw too much ui ﬂm;@ :
ing and just aiter the war, "
gi'hcrc may, of course, be ot
sons than the making of profits to jus-
tify the carrying on of a business or
industry, but normally, in any comme
cial enterprise, the touchstone of m
cess or failure is dividends, m;d 1y
dends only. The business ilsﬂ-. ﬂl
cess and should be carried nIu uﬂ to

the extent that it produces d
The nnr: reason why, € ﬂ'Il,l. v
cepted, b {-m'crnmcnt-nm, ﬂlm ‘i-
cial -.:nhrprw: 15 rarely a Succes 4
that other factors than this one are als
lawed to influence the 'ﬁ
Seniority of employes, pguﬂﬂ!-
the influence of votes, the eff !
other mduatrms, are all consig " e,
there is not one objective, by
Any purely commercial® ﬁ:r
should be ilexible and as’ E\‘:*ufd
side control as possible,
rection r::t .u.qmrmj_:;' infory T3 HOm. 4
passing it on to the quar T’r’J
will be most needed, of makin
sentations to Governments Sop
ing any unfair trade barriers | ;... a:
be set up by foreign countries—all thy at
may be valuably done hy aﬂ'ﬂ
nomic Council. L
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Example of Germany N

"-h.

Before the war Germany, whlch |
rapidly acquiring a strong hold nn 2
great deal of the world's trade, rels
immensely on expert L‘Dmmlﬁsmnﬂ.
eartels, or “understandings.”
tariffs were models of careful ﬂlSt‘.‘l‘I\
mination—and carcful draftsmanships
A great deal of Europe was a Zniﬁ-
verein in which she was the dominagt
partner.
It is not suggested that the Brit
l'Em[:-Erf: should ever hecome a 4
verein to that extent, But in a shgl
way much may be done. 'As an au
ary an Economic Council would be
extremely valuable adjunct to Bri

'S¢
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Transferred officers
suffer in alteration of =
method of control =

of the public purse.
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FALLACY OF GOMPOSITION 3

(By T. S. Opie, B.A., Dip. Ec. ,;;’.'

Dr. Earl Page spoke recently in faw u :]
of the centralisation of loan ralsing™ *l"-
Australia,  Conipetition  between o -'l"f=
States and Federal Government in ’ -
rowing money is bad, not only bics
it is likely to raise the interest I‘i e )
but because it tonds to make Feder

3
+l_- '

Il-l

monwealth—at least so the Constit
says.  Why, thercefore, the unsce Hﬁ
scramble for the money?  Surely
gecurity of the whole s better than
(@f the part in tho eyes of investors ﬁ h
50 far so good. But why did the Com=|
monwenlth Treasurer so zealously na wsist)
in bringing about the dnnentrahauﬂ \ + ’ll
tuxation?  'We shall borrow monge n
one man, but we shall obtain the ¢ '-'Tc“ !
necessary for iuterest as a many-headed
monster-”  There does not upmr‘ \n
rational reason for thix Dr. J ‘r-
Hyde attitude except perhaps for fright-
ening the taxpayer., il
A Royal Commission was appointe
1920 to enquire into “the harmon A ~'
of Commonwealth and State ta.xhﬂ .

wﬁ' ]

among other things. its
port a maJjority of th?ﬂqm
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& FOUR view of the British diﬂlllnf.,.
advanfage

premier pum n so far as the impor=|

tation of whugy wu concerned. .
Looking at this from the pm of

w

to “Hi.\fu i

-:;ﬂ'a j. ouncil

yould
5-'!"’

‘ T

uld

recommended tl
be mw

income tax shi et
’ll- the Cmqgwg.ml ;'-.=-".I'.

; s }""h." _ i‘?-.--
!"hl !.-"F"""'.:'|I . I3

Commlissio
| l; for muﬁ'
'-.# ""ﬁ ,:!r ."

lvice h
hd the present 'wondes
¥ PR L b 5 T s bl |

[ - ! a .‘-a..
......

-



