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A brijlant career has been terminated
by the death of Mr. Lawrenee Birks, who
oocupiad the pofTlion of chel electrical
engineer of the Public Works Department
of New Zewland. In his young days Mr.
Birks was well known in Adelaide, baving
been educated at . Prince Alfred Uollege,
42 a sudent of which be pgaiped  the
Ange Engineering Exhibition in 1802 e
fook the Science dogrre al the Lnmversity
of ﬁmﬂ. and in 180 ghared tho Angus
" Engineering Scholarsfip with Mr, aAlirel
Chapple. At Boks continued his train-
ing in England, under the seholamship, for
five years, specmlising in electrical en-
gimeering, and returned to Adelaide | on
tho denth of his father in 1000,  As thoro
Was practionlly po eleotrical work ayail-
able'in Adelaide at thar time, he took up
B pomiion with the New South Wales

Coveriment and in 190G procecded to Now |

Zealand as  city electrical engineor in
Christchuroh
' He was soecessively engineer to  the

Christohurch Tramway Construction Coni-
tany, lecturer in electrical engineoring at
Canterbury College, engineer in charvo of
the Botorua district, and’in 1010 was ap:
poiniad assistant  electrical enginecer Lo
the  Dominion Government, under My,
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M in the ordinary way. have secn
fmi" handled thousands of “mm"-'*hi
one time T had two tame opossums wiilc
had their native freedom. On nEolmfni
sion I noticed something, .-Htﬂ“t ui.
put the female in s cage. In ..Itt_u:ni
there was a joey in the lmm:I_l not mglnr
than an ordinary house fly fixed on the

teat. The pouch is a pocket well for-

Sir—I obeerve that lfmfnﬂur W l‘c}lb
Jones savs that mavsupidl BITH ta 8

THE “DRY HEART OF
AUSTRALIA”

St

Overland Parties Impressed.

abont 4 in. long,
Will some one :il 2

ts the joey in the pouch? |
Rr :.'Er.' on the matter. |§ I.‘:Tﬂfﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂf
Wood-Jones would lke furthey _m{o;*mm
tion, he can find me qn'l lIE- Teople’s Palace,

ivie street.—I am, Sir, &
P ( a J_:\H_
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STEFANSSON'S TRIP.
ANOTHER CAR BREAKS
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Evan Fm}‘_. B:Se. In this capacity he
Was responsible Yor the installation of the
Mf ‘Sfﬂ)&ﬂml dge hydro-electric pou]':r plang
1ot 8, WOCSEDOWYT  capacity, the  first
hydro-electric installdio
and: for the "developm
mercial  gide of the enterprise,” which has
proved most sucoossiul,
On Mr, Perny’s restgmation ju 1018, Mer.
B was appointod chief electrival en-
gineer. This position was a VeTY, - respon-
sible one, ax the statidory authorixitions
voted for the comstruction of gho hydro-
electric works in the North Isiand alone
wnoimted to £10300,000 for pant of
total capacity of 185000 h.p, and about
2,000 miles of exton high<tension tranamis.
mon Hnes tw o e ah a
HONO volte,. A wmilar system is alo be
ang ladd out for'‘the South Tsland.
‘ideal Is that ditimately every homo and
farm in the “Domiuion shall have access
to. the State supply  of hydro-clectric
m{.’qthr@lgh thre #t‘i.ll. ol u-:-m'?.;
qamidd ax requfred by commercial con-
'n@mnm, :hrﬂ most remunerative  llnes
constructod fod, | .
N 3 m Adelalds ve-

CEnty, Was enthusmstic remnding the re
sy attained in Ohmberbory and the Wais
Eato distmet by-the dismibution of vhe A
electsin ptl'ﬂ:g'. and reganding the future
prospects of 'revolutiomsing the conditians
of country lfe, particularly by lizhtenim:
the domestic Jabor: and in operating
milking machine, on  which the future of
the Dominion so largely depends
in Adcknde he was taken ill with poen-
movia. - He was then on  his - way to at-
tend the World ' Pogxer  Conferenee, i
London, hut the coudition of his health
foreed him to rebum to New Zenland., In
additson 'to being a Bachelor of Seience he
was a member of th_]nlﬂ:itlnta_- of Tivil
Engincers, a member of the Institution of
Electrdeal” Engincers, and 2 member  of
the Institute of - Mininz Epginecers.
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MARSUPIAL * BIRTH.

iy Tni the Ehlltnlg :
I regard to the ture .
imseor Wood-Jongs dealing with the ﬂu th
‘ol "Kangaroos, a report of which appears
in The Register to-day (Friday). as a bush-
man of Jong experience, I, with hundreds
‘of athers, I'l‘i“ ridmulel his li-nl'.i'nl':mlt that
witnesses lLave seen the young kangaroo,
immedistely after birth, making for its
mothers pouch under its own volition.
is, t0 me, is & most ridiculous statement,

ent of Lheée ' com-

L]

' '..:.r l*:'

s the people who said  this could never
zfo levn the young kangaroo at hirth,
and I can amure Professor Wood-Jones|

ﬂ"l have seen the young kangaroo, when
. wias abeolutely only a small, shapelesy
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No. HI.—By Vilhjalmur Stefansson.
(Copyright.)
HORSESHOE BEND, Wednesday.

age. occurred in  the

and cATrying as passengers My,

tralia) and myselt,
neto apart it was found that the break
was beyond repair,

teered to stay behind at Horseshoe Bend
until the party returns. Mr. Dutton there-
upon gave the magneto of one of his cars
{to Mr. Johannsen, g0 as to allow the
Government car to proceed. Horseshoe
Bend has a small bish hotel, where those
left behind will stay, and there is a vil.
(lage of hali a dozen aboriginal familics
carby. Mr. and Mrs, Wilcox expect to
‘spend much of their {ime on horseback or
in camel journeys radiating from Horeo-
shoe Bend, and they may deeide, for the
adventure of it, o travel back towards
Oodnadatta by camel train. Mrs. Osborn
was a botanist even before she married
Proiessor Oshorn, and has, on occaslons,
carried on the work of the department
of botany in the Adelaide University dur-
ing the absence of her husband,
says ghe really welcomes the stay at Horse-
shoe Bend, for it will enable her to make
a fairly extensive botanical collection in

J

to do his main collecting on the Burt
i Blains, beyond ths Maedonnell Ranges,
Two Bad Crossings Ahead.

The rearranged parties, consequent on
the breaking of one Ford car axle and
the giving out of one Dodua cay mignetao.
are mow as follows:—The Countemz of
Stradbroke and Capt. Keppel Palmer in a
Ford; Mr. Neville Frazer and Dr. Her-
tbert  Basedow in  a Ford: Mise Freda
Sternberg. Mrs, James Burns, and Mr,
Stanley Driver in a Ford: Mr. and Mis,
Harry Dutton and Professor T, G. B.
Oshorn in a Dodge converted lorry: Mr.|
Keith Ward, Mr, Johannsen, and myeslf
_ea Dodge lorry. Mr. Ward'a
éar 1% in the lead. The parties of Tady
Stradbroke and ours will da wel] if they
get to Deep Well to-day (July 23) ne we
have twa very bad érossings of the Finke

ahead. Everybody says the sand is the
worat for cars |

n. years, becauvss of the

B than an ordinary garden
and as for the kangaroo at birth hav-
ra 1 are easily flofined, to this ]
tista and all clse that it is
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ve bushmen may not

but we consider that we h_.n'l.'nL

o sense {o sce happenings
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oild ke to remind Professor

VICTORIAN GOVERNOR TO FOLLOW
MELBOURNE, Wednesday,

The Governor of Vietoria (the cﬁiri of

Stradbroke) will leave Malbourtie shortly

for Central Australia, whery he will inin

the Countéss of Stradbroke. . Sir Tes Cus.

getl will be Aeting Governor dy the uh-*

senre of His Neney.
e

. ment, Stradbroke, Sternborg, and Datton

About one mile hevond the Horseshoe
Bend crossing of the Finke River a break-

magneto of the
Government car, driven and owned by
Mr. Johanneen, of Deop Well, neap liere,
' Keith
Ward (the Chief Geologist of South Aus-
On Taking the mage

Mr. and Mrs, Wilcox
and Mrs. Osborn then generously volun-

She (]

that loeality, while her husband expects|(

No. IV.—By Vilhjalmur Stefansson.
(Copyright.)
ALICE SPRINGS, Thursdoy.
The combined Commonwealth Coveru-

parties arrived here at 3.30 p.m. to-day,
nfter a 30-mile yun in three hours, from

Deep \Well, where we had all been guests
avernight at the station owned by the

[

driver of the Government cav (Mr, Ger-
havdt Johansen), who bas 1,000 square
miles of fair grazivg land. " Yel, lic is
able to use only about 200 square miles
of his lease, but he expects gradually fo
put in use more and more of it, by boring
extra wells as his herds inerease.  He
has 1,000 head of pood stock.

We lhave now seen 250 miles of country
fvom Oodnadatta. If this be a desert,
we must ‘bave been travelling through an
pasig the whole way, Not that the coun-
]l‘.‘;r resembles the onses of populay magi-
nation—the little wverdout paradises on
carth—>but rather .it looks like the oases
of reality, as, for instance, those found by
the Mormons in Utah (U.S.A.), and even-
tunlly made productive by their skill and
industry.  Thid is the hest possible time
to form an apinion of the country’s draw-

thie longest dry spells on record in some
places, and the longest in others.
Stott, perhaps the best:known man of the
interior of Australic, who has been in
the Northern Territory' for 40 vears, is
emphatie that it is the worst season in his
experience..  In ordinary vears, lie BAYH,
thore ave good rains as Jate as March,
but’ this year' there has been none sjnce
January, " Nevertheless, Sgt. Stott says
there will he. no loss of stock anywhere
pear Alice Springs, even if no rain comes
for another six months. Everyone cons-
siders that rain Lefore then 3= a certainty,
Wo have heard the same opinions from
stockmen all along the route.

Siice we left Oodnadatfa we Linve en-
countered, accidentally perhaps, two dozen
mobs  of  eattle and liorscs. Ono lot
each of horses and catle was noticeably
thin, but the others hive ranged from pre-
wentable to fat,
1t seems fto me the clief
neople dispute so much whet
Australia 18 o desert must bo that they
do not agree on the meaning of the word.
It is a country, too, in which it is in
many places ensy fo deceive with photo-
graphs. Face the eamera in ono direction.
and you got a view of stones and sand
only, but turn it the other way, and yon

reagon why
her Central

backs, for, this season ix already one of
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continuing liis engineerigg stud
land,  Mr. Carl F, Koerner
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JAL a meeting of theAdelaidesU nivers
LCoanal yesterday, Mr, Clands

Youngest son of My
Enown Porg
the Anyas Engiueering
‘::ih“, i
Years ago, -
and [eFerre State sohoo
scholarahip waish entitied him |
At the School  of
. goid medal,-
Cement Company
Ctha age of 18 he enlisted (n
# Inotor mechenic,
pornted liouienant in the A

He 3

tration Yiving Corps. 1
Adelarde after the war, Mre
msiructor af
transierring to the University,
obfAined "Bz B E™ .
of the - Pirsons Turbine O

coastle-on-Tyne,  The thes
him the Angrs scholasship was
10Te his departyre,

oTe Affer toa
perience with the |

'mﬁt A view aof handsome freez and tall
rass, or perhaps mulga and . shrubs, All
of us are enthusinstic abont the beanty
and variety of the cenery, and we find
IL casy to understand why OVEery one we
meet here says he or she remnins becanse
the elimate and country are hetter than
any n_thr-r_ on earth., Doubtless there must
e dissatisfied “perzons here somewhere,
B8 in other places, but none of us seoms
lo have mel any of them as yot.

Our parties are separating here.  The
Lotntess of Stradbroke expects to remain
with Diev natty ak the pnssts of St amil
Mrs. Stott wntil the arvival of His Ex- |
ellency, Lord Stradbroke, 1t is probable
that the Dutton and Sternberg parties
will decide {o-morrow to follow the Gov-

anment . party northw: "ds
BamenLline [ ward  towards  the
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THE STUDY OF CANCER.
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SYDNEY UNIVERSITY ﬁMﬂVEH‘EHT.
o [~ Svdpey, Jnly 35,

: Hesearch Cotnmitios of the

Universsty has dec sior the

sum of £1.000 to purchmse a eancer Tibrary,
the formation -of a universmty can.
cer burean  to) underinke admimbratice
work and to keep rocomde of domd rowults,
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on the ground that it ia imposatble

the Government to find
a large part of tta Unive
zena during the coming
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A country which needs for it
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