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~ ON AUSTRALIA”
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~ sJapan fooks forward to Australia 23
n'-'ﬂ-t for its teeming milllons, All
the Japanese wiom | el wera awaro
of the little use that Austraiia I3 mak.
iy of Hs northern arcas.
~wJapan s fully seized of the possi-
These comments wero made by Mr.
Robert M. Steele, the well-known pub-
lie accountant. who recently returned
to Adelaide from a visit to the East.

wrwo things that appealed to me most
breibly were the perfect system of rall-
gays and the sixe of the mercantile
marine,” =ald Mr.

Steele, “but perhaps
svershadowing both was the Intimate
knowledge held by all classes  of  the
peopla of the neglect of the northern
greas of Australin by Ausiralians,
“Japan I8 quickly absorblvg and
benefiting by  Western  ldens, The
knowledge of condidions existent far
from Its shores ls surprieing. Thrift
and ability to concentrate to = the maxi-
mum advantage on the sk In nand
are outstanding features of the people.
dpurlng my sojourn in Japan I had
an opportunity to meet many bust-
mess men, including merchiants  and
pankers. They were of the oplnion that
Japan was not being treated faicly by
‘Atistralin. Two merchanimen in par-
ticular mentioned that M. W, AL
Hughes (former Prime Minister) had ex-
unfriendly feellngs loward
Japan, and bad said that Japan was Aus-
ralia’s enemy,
“wlp was surprising teo learn Yhat all
classes of Japanese had such Intimate
knowledge of the lttle use that is be-
fng made of the northern archs of Aus-
fralla. Even the guard on the train
spoke of it, and when I enquired the
cause of his interest and she reason mr1
his knowledge of the English language,
e replied that he was a graduale of the
Tokyo University. There Lhe teaching
of Enzlish is compulsory. This Uni-
versity was . established 300 years ago,
Custom there now iz  forcibly indica-
tive of the opportunitics that are given
10 every class to gain Knowledge. = Wes-
iern ideas are paramount in their teach-
fngs, and no avenue of learning is Iy
ing neglected, . English s spoken al
most everywhero.

Surplus Population
“Guide-books of Japan state that only
23 per cent. of the country ls arable,
Travellers, however, gain the Impres-
slon that the percentage 18 much higher.
For hundreds and hundreds of miles

I

riceflelds are seen.  Here men  and
women toll industriously, and all arc
Intent on the maximum producsion.

MWhen, however, one remembers thut
1he coastline of Jupun extends for more
than 2,400 miles, the casuzl tourist ad-
mits that Iittle is scen of Japan.
diXNotwithstanding all the rice grown,
Japan has for many years Imported
Iargu quantities of its staple ariicle of
food. That Is added proof that the
nation sz over-populated. Misslonavics
from China say that Korea is algo over:
populated, and that the same applies to
osi. - Authorities In the Xast nall
declare that Japan must look elsevhore

L in playing with his metre.

|

“Austreallan people must not lose slght

of, the fact that Japan s o pro gl
mation," concluded : Mr..ﬂ Etu:-rlcf;rﬂ:'ll‘t:]
beople are readlly absorbing the teach. |
ings and lessons of ‘he Oceldental. And |
always there is the bald fact that Japan
i5 greatly over-populuted, and that an

outlet for itz surplus people |
gent question.'” Aoyt
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GREEK POETRY.

REPERTORY CLU

—

Members of  tho - Adelaide  Reperlory
Theatre\Club foudd much of interest in
a splendid programme at the Lady Col.
ton Hall en Monday evening. My, 8. Tal-
bot Smith presided. As on former simi-
lar occasions the principal item was a
short Jecture. Professor Darnley Naylor
spoke on Greek poetry.

The professor snid they were using
words iroin a Greeck source every dav,

EVENING. l
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1 whoever or how many Ho ‘wis.
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: e a cellent pro
granime WM'PE’& by metnbets of the
Repoctory Clubg uddress on. Groek
puetry by Professor Daraley Naglor
listened to with intonse interest.

Professor Naylor was iuh‘millcﬂ,%'.tlm

Wls

chairman (Me, Talbot Smith).
words of Greck origin wtr&} anu?li:

in use, Thoey found it in their everyds

language, in the study of the dramy, n.nﬁ.'
even when it came to buying feultiynd
fish they could not escape the Gresk i-
r!urnm‘-. At was more than 1,000 yeurs bo-
{ore Christ since Greek poetry lodmed on
1h‘q horizont of  ltersture. with  Homer.
Where Homer eame from nobidy koew,
noy more than they wore cortain whether
he wis one man or o collection, bt s
things faded into jnsignificance when they
tame to consider the poeiry of Homer,
1t wag lmn-
possible to reprodice the full heuug‘ ol
the lexameter in English poetry, but the
Greek’ poet’ plhyed with the metye for
sheer ' pleasure. ~ Greek poslry was in-
finite in jts varicty. * It was al opes strang
and owerful and full of lovely pathos, an

the deseription of Mector parting with his
wife was yet to be surpassed.  With 1o
gard to the thumb-ail sketchies, they loft

studying dramas that were basically Greel:,
and cven when they bought fruit and fish
they stilll got Greck. (Laughter.) Xe
wished, however. to yefer to Greek
poetry, and at the outset would remind
them that it existed move than a thonsand
vears before Christ, No one kuew where

Iomer came from,. Most hikely he came
mio being in Asin Minor or further east,
What was of greater importance, how:
ever, was  his extraordinarily beautiful
poetry. He was the inventor of the hexa.
meter, which the English had never sue-
ceeded in reproducing. It was as a new
goddess sprung from the head of Zeus,
completely dressed. The poet took joy
The variety
of Homer's subjects was marvellous—
battles, marringe, persons and incidents
which lived in the memory for ever, strong
and powerful and tull of lovely pathios
which had never been surpassed.

The age after the epic wag the age of
Iyric poetry, dating from 600 B.C. to 200.
The Greck poets gave them all the formsz
known—lvrie, elezaie, drama, tragedy, and
comedy—every device, in fact, with the
exception of rhyme., It was just pos-
sible that bad they used rhyme they might
have written nonsense, but they did not.

" He would make no comment on modern

oetry. (Laughter.) The work of the
vric poets which had survived was but
fragmentary. - It wae, however. vory
beautiful. He instanced the Sapphic
metre, and quoted from the work.of Al
cacng and Anncreon. Examples of elegaic
and jambiec metres were found in_the work
of Hipponax, who also invented a modi-

fied form of the latter. OF the Iyric
writers  Plato the plulﬂr‘-qphur WiE,
curiously, an example.  Few people

realized what a poet was lost in Plato,
Haud he turned hig attention to drama
he wonld have won a high place in it,
Callimachus was  well known by ytho
beautiful translation of William Cory of
the verses to Heraclitus. Livingston had
eaid there were four really clear notes in
Greek poetry, the note of freedom, of
directness, of hunanism and of sanity. Of
the first tho professor said the Greeks
discuszed evervthing with the naturalness
of childven. 'They flinched from nothing,
Thero was nothing they left aside as i
they feared to look into it. The questions

for the absorpilon of its surplua people.
“Misslonarica fear that Japan means
f0 abtuin Manchurin and Mongolia. An
outlot is urgent, and the  Japanesu
Isaders are shrewd enough to choose the
most promising and most profitabiu ont
Tor their people,

~“The Japaneso look askance at the
American. This disapproval bas Deen
emphasised since the pasaing of the Im-

nigration Bill, wHich prevents Jaupis
aexe seltling In Amerlen,
- MRegarding trode between o Australin

and Jupan, 1 regret to say that the out-
Iook Is not  promising.  Reporta were
that trade with this country was dgolin-
ing. Japanese merchants say that they
are financially embarrassed, snd  that
they cannot find the pecommodation
:l_!l& which to buy goods from Aud

. 'ili'mntm:t there s a Keennesa among
Wmerlcan producers to help the Japa-

nesge. Amerles Is anxlous for, and as-
‘slduously sceking, trade, and, in conse-
Quence I{ offi¢ring much morg favorable

_ In addition America |s a closer
~groylder, and holds the advantage of

l

they discussed were those which childe-
ren asked every day, and which most
people  “funked” —answering. . Thaic
poctry, too, was direct. It went right
to the point. They did not leave a mys
{ic border. Some people might r:ﬂi it
bsld, but it was not that. The Greeks
wanted o be simple, as all Nature was
gimple.  They did not thirust their emor
tion before the reader, but let him feel
the freshness of it himself. By humatisin
was meant that the world was to be en:
joyed here and mow. The future mml
dim. gloomy, pethape mon-existent, rm-I!
the Greeks, therefore, snid, let us I;chh:l Py
1S

here and now,. Plato gave as our
Jclnlm—-htulth. personal  Deanty, nmnlirr_
1

by, and to be young wikl
one's friends. ’lziwm wans sanity in Greek
po6 beenuse the Greoks never vhapeo-
dized, nover became foolishly mystic, rhut,
looked at the world elearly and saw 1l

v took Lealthy life for their |
::I":::;E::t s wis the reflection

Their poetry was tion
of the sane and balanced lives they lived
cthe nselyes, Froa®! by Stanlly

lionestly come

{Applause.)

p
A short play, “Fancy L
wis ndmirably neesented. e
Eﬂﬂﬂ:m wero capt as_follow:=Faney, |

i Callimachus had given t

friend, |
lonz ago ab rest,” he hind said, Ve tired

of

| determined whother tho proposed

their jmpression indelibly, and tim descrip-
Liciodes, with his wine-

tion of the priest,
reddencd fuce and his xoft white hauds,

was asplondid  exawmple' of ‘this. 1
comld be horrible, ‘but  mnot repulsive,
‘From Homer to Callimachus was a $ull

cight “centurics. ~ Alter the eple poetry
ol Grecce  they ¢ame -to the lIyric,. and
it was trie that all the forms of npoctry
known, with the.excoption of rhyme, pet-
hape, had come to them from the Greek.
‘Had they used rhyme the Groeks mnizht
conéaivably have written a preat deal of
nonsense, but fortunately 1?:-::.' had “uot
Hidlone so. Elagine and iambic wiiters uud‘i'
| thelr appearared from 000 to ‘550 B.(Q., and
Hippongx of - Ephesus ‘had datroduced to
them' the limping fambie.  They all knew
and  admired the beautifal SBapphic vorse,
and where would they tind a finer love
odé than 'that of Sapphof - Tew reallssd

what a ‘wonderful rﬂp: Plato was, and,
ag Quiller-Conch gaid, it was mt«:nmi}- dif.
ficnlt 1o ‘draw the line betwean  the!

romantic and classic.  Plotemy wias' re-
puted fo have writtem a truly magnilicent
verse, ‘Quite probably the Poe:r Laureate
of the day wrote it, but if thers was any
doubt ns to the apthorship thers was nona
‘ax to the beauty and majesty of the lines,
' iwm a wondoriul
gpedking of & dead

thought when, M
of grev akhes Jong,

‘v handful

tha sun with talking and sent him down
the sky.” There were four oufstanding
features in Greak poetry: four clear notes
yinging - music..  They = ware iree-
dom, tlirectness, humanism, and sanity.
Those who =poke of Greck dircctness as
baldness were utterly wrong. The Greek
told ‘the essential facts; he left’the per-
gon’ to whom he presented that pieture
in words to' experience the appropriste
emotions for himself., Mo cared deeply

for the Dbeauties of nature but without' -

rhapsodising, and he believed that  life
was something tolive to the full and
enjov.  He never #iudied the extraordi-
nary or morbid as a rule, but took healthy
life for his smbject, nover knowing “‘the
poisonons atmosnhore of sick-rooms,” nor
that subtle “delicate air of decay,” bul
lived a whole fine life. (Applanuse.).

A charming programme was presented
by members of the elub, . X group ot
gonge by Mr, Clive Carey was sung with
delightful expression, "and comprised *'O
mistress mine,” “Colleen of Asthore,” "It
was a lover and hig lazs,” and a ®ong
from ‘“The Beggar'’s Opera.”  “Solveig's
geng’” was n delightful number by Miss
Marjoric Walsh, and Miss Marie Coghill
wng regsponsible for the wiolin solo "'Chan-
gon du %ormnu" (Han®en). Later in the
programme the talented young vichinst ajpe
peared again giving a_spirited  Cossackl
gelection. Miss Maim:ie Torgan, wHo acted
as accompanist, showed her talent as saloial
in the “Scherza valee” (Mosz Komskil.
Thosn taking part in the play, “Fancy
Free,” were Misses (Florence  Browm,
apd Marie Coghill, mulxllmn!.- Jack Ham
aud Charleg Langley, :
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Professor Sir Edgeworth David, of®tie
University of Syaney,. wl:,.u i going to

London for th rp&n‘iﬁ 1hlinhhfg- his
work on the g : oA lia, loft Ades
laide yesterday by the East-West express

for Perth to confer with the Siate geolo-
‘gixts in regard to additional information
concerning the geological features of Wer
tern (Aunstralis,. During his briel stay i

h'Il'i"u'-j.'.l:f lancheay ot the Lo

Um“‘!b‘-a ﬂl_lﬂT# s ineinl

membors ptep-otaie
visitihg ¢

'dress on “Russia sot

SIR ERNEST RUTHERFORD.

scarch at the Cavendish Laboratory. ‘Thil
led, in 1897, to a rescarch degree, and the
Coutts-Trober scholarship. In the follow-
ing year he was appointed Macdonzld Pro-
fessor of Physics s the Gill Univeosity,
Montreal, where be remained uotil 1907,
The distinguished character of his i't_rrk !.
has always been cxtreme care in veniying
every step by thorough experimental test,
and it is on this account that a theory
which at first provoked much adverse
eriticism, has become an established seian-
tific principle. Sir Ernest was, in 185,
elected  President of the DBritish Assotia-
tion for the Advapcement of Sewbee,
and is stated to be the youngest man
to have held that positiop since the foun-
dution of the association in 1531

RecisTER, 26 ¢ 25

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH.

There wns a large attendancd at the
weekly Inucheon weeting of the South
Australian braneh’ | of ‘theé ‘f::l'mrilﬂ
League of Natiqus Dniot on Tuestaly in
cluding about smembers ol the inLar
state ladics hoekey teams now vsibing
Adelaide. Professor il R, Wilton gave an
intercsting address on. “Russin and he
horrors of Balshevism.” depicting graphi
cally the pathetic conditions nnder which
the professors and stndente at the Lemin
University, Moseow, were endeavounng lo
carry on, and. the pitable plight of the
neasants, who formed the great majonts

of the Russian population under the pee
wont reign of misrule.
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shall be issued in two volumes or one. P

~faster and better transnort services, Brown} MFrerl. Charles Langley;
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years professor of geology at the Univer-f
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