ordinary duties of his oftico. D
Stirliog, who will be ‘one of the party
should " the Adelaide’ University Council|
%{"“’ im leavo, i 4lso an authority on

alogical subjects.  But Tiis specialitioy
lic more in th spliers of physiology and |
anthropology than in that of compara-
tivo anntomy, or what was it one timo
called” natural history. Belioving, with
Pope, that ¢ ¢ho properstudy of mavkind
is man,” o x

: To.
senchies into the pastand present strue-
fures and pecaliatities of tho mombers
of the human race. The may paints of |
resemblanco botween the ha{im of
jstoric man and those of the oxistin
borigines in the interior of Australia
give -to a study of the latter the
| greatest possiblo importance a8 a mosns
of throwing light upon tho science of
anthropology. The specimens studied
must; however, be quite freo from the
inflaence  af  contact  with s
tion if tho iuvestigation is- to
be of much sciontific value. Over and
over again hiave settlers, coming into con-
tach wath semi civilized natives, cloanedby.

‘patient enguiry a lot of statements about
tho ideas and the babits of the blacks;
but theso assertions have turned out to
be, absolutely valucless, and morely tho
product of imperiectly assimilated notions |
and practices acquired partly from tho
whitd mau. The natives living to the
north of the MucDonnell Ranges are,
(fortunately, s free from influences of
this sort “as any others in Australia.
£ Brofessor Tate as the palwontologist and
| Botanist of the party, and Mr. Watt s the.
field geologist, have duties which aro
niot less interesting from a  scien-
tific point of viow than thoso of
mow‘h i .:.i&. and whli,z};a moreover,
possess the advantago of bordering upon
the practical side of life. - If it be
trup that the great triangalar region now
to be explored is rich in gold and other
iminerals a goneral study of its geological |
features r‘x‘].l bo the first step towards
determining the probable extent of tho
wineral-basring country. As Mr. Homn
hias fully recognised, thers would be many |
difficalties in the way of any attowpt to
combine the active search for minerals
with tho pursuit of u;ienniﬁe ktnolrllodgo
on_botany, palaontology, entomology,
and biology, the chief of theso being
that mosy of the likely localities for
the one purpofe would bo unsuitable |
for the other. Yot, in s genoral way, |
the expodition sy quickly loadl to |
in the discover

| wilt
Bor hicaself s had in. mining,
aner it fairly cortain that the' beat.
|spots ised and sccuratol;

be recoguis
ed on. gh\q map.
a Wi :
and for &hh;“-“:&wzg

npu.ilbj

A

in the far interior,




