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Abstract 
 

An exploratory approach via a single case study is used in this thesis to better understand two 

embedded units of analysis: the first unit of analysis explores Adnyamathanha resources 

management and decision-making protocols, and the second unit of analysis explores the 

Environmental Impact Assessment for Beverley Uranium Mine.  ‘Adnyamathanha’ literally 

translates into English as ‘name for the people of the rock country’ and is associated with 

several sub-groups of Indigenous peoples from the northern Flinders Ranges region of South 

Australia.  These sub-groups include Kuyani and Adnya-Kuyani, Biladapa, Warlpi, and 

Yadliawada and all are inextricably linked through complex relationships between people, 

land, kinship and language.   

This thesis involves a critical examination of the various levels of participation by 

Adnyamathanha in the decision-making processes surrounding the commercial licensing at 

Beverley Mine.  It clarifies issues and raises new questions about the interface between 

players involved in land use through a qualitative and participatory research methodology and 

set of methods used to explore the topic.  Theoretical understandings are linked to Indigenous 

heritage and resources management to highlight the cultural values of past, present and future 

relationships between Indigenous peoples and customary lands.  Deconstruction of the 

geographical landscape offers an insight to the spaces and places necessary for an equitable 

assessment of commercial, social and environmental land values.  

In this study the trajectory of cultural heritage protection and resources management is 

examined as part of the key legislated processes that relates to heritage security and 

sustainability in Adnyamathanha country.  Native Title was a focal point of engagement 

within the Beverley case and is therefore central to many of the discussion points throughout 

this thesis.  An examination of the extent to which mining proponents and governments are 

responsible for impact assessments goes hand in hand with this discussion regarding 

participation by Aboriginal players in land use.    

Examination of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in the Beverley case reveals that 

government and industry processes facilitated mining and devalued Adnyamathanha cultural 

heritage and site protection.  I argue that the ideology behind ‘impact assessment’ and land 

use procedures within Australia remains dominated by a colonial framework committed to 

prioritising commercial perceptions of what is valuable based on national and global business-

related interests.  This ideology fails to accommodate Indigenous cultural heritage values and 
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denies Indigenous peoples’ human rights.  Findings reveal a disturbing scenario of inequitable 

engagement that unequivocally favoured miners’ rights and brutally disempowered 

Adnyamathanha, a pattern consistent with global trends.    

The significance of this thesis lies in the validation of a culturally diverse range of 

understandings of land resources, especially the meanings of Adnyamathanha identity and 

Indigenous connectivity to the environment.  Cultural heritage protection is explicitly linked 

to Indigenous governance and Indigenous engagement through prioritisation of Indigenous 

needs and values.  This thesis identifies how capacity building and self-determination can 

improve governance and engagement strategies to galvanise and strengthen future outcomes 

for Adnyamathanha and other Indigenous players dealing with exploration and mining.         

Improving impact assessment participation using culturally appropriate protocols is one part 

of this multi-faceted solution. 
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