September 28, 1837

Deur Whately Carington,

I know 1 have many arrears of apologies 1in falling te
Gnswer your letters., Your last one I san and mu t, answer at
onoe. 1 think the question of similarity of two personalities
muoct depend on similarity relative to what? T submit that the
statement "You and I are allke" means nothing save with an
understood beokground of a populstion of personalities, most of
whom we resemble less olosely than we resemble esach other,

The eignificance of H'" seems to me to indloate that,
on different cceasions, the same personality shows :oms consistency
in the differensces of hie remoction to different words. FHe dwells
long, perhaps on words 1ike love' and 'home!', but disposes
snapplily of words like 'ohair' and 'typewritar', Anywiy, whatever
he does, his subsequent performances on retesting are such as to
show that they could, with some ruccess, have besn predioted
from his sarlier psrformancs, What hee beon establishéd se far
is that worde are ncot all alike to him , and that some of the
distinetion® he fesls among them are persistent,

Cn testing other perscualities we ﬂ‘mmﬂuﬂ:
have found

thet they Mﬁpﬂlﬂd’ the sames distinotlonms um the
”Irﬂ!l-'lﬂ A1l rescted to them %a the same way, This would sheow



2

itself in the teste by the ratio ﬁ;" ateadily mounting in
slgnifiocance as occhelons wera increased, while the ratie
'H’F webbles Inslipgnifiomntly about unity, with occcasional,
but not sustmined, excursions into the region one ia teampted
to think of as significant. If this were the amse, 1t would
be proper to Elfthﬂ. test dems not disoriminate different
p-ruunllibh-u'. It would, I think, be decidadly less proper
to say the perscnalities are mll alike,

But suppoae that, in :ome ull","HT mounts steadily
to more and more sipnificant velues as the number of tests is
increased, you oould say the teat does disoriminate these
differences of per onality, thourh it mipght fail to discriminste
other differencea which we might supjocse to bLe none the less real,
Relative to our test I think we micht then say that the latter
oapes showed more likenosa than the former: but the stipulation

“pelative to our test remains mn important one, sfnoe it ia
inoconcelvable that a tlﬁ should be an penetrating as to
raveal exheustively all peculisritiss ur“:-:-lrlunllitr.

Yours sincerely,



