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Daar Egerton,

Thanks for your note. I am glad you have looked at my
preliminary remaris.

I vas familiar with Hill and Doll's several papers in the
B.M,J. and had been bacoming surprised at the confidence with
whioh they were claiming to have demonotrated m causal relation-
ahip when there wvere 8o many circumstances to make one pause,
8.8. &t one atage they appeared to be claiming thet smoking could
be & gause of the great inoremse of lung cancer which thie
country has experienced, yet there ssems to be no evidence of an
ingrease in amoking emong men, and although over fifty years
there has evidently been & largish inoreese of cigarette smoking
among women, yet lung cancer in females hme inoreased muoh less
than in men, and this last comparison goes the same way whether
one tekes relative or abeolute increases. One would judge from
this that whatever may be the cause of inoreasing lung cancer,
and such fagtors ae increased age of the population exposed to

thanaalires
risk and inoremsed exposure to axhauet fumes suggest thde—ds, and



_

heve not been exoluded, it cannot be inferred that emoking is
even & principal ocause of this inorease,

All this is perfeotly ﬂnnﬂiﬂ&lﬂl‘g with cigarette smoking
being & most pernicious habit, but ymanifestly false inferences do
give one a reason for pausing before Jumping to conclusiona.

I should 1like to see much more detailed information ms to
how much tobacoo, on the average, different types of smoker
consume , and as to how cancer incidence is distributed among
theas, and indeed whether there ie any asscoiation with lung
canger ta be found with the twe practices of smoking pipes and
emoking cigars, which after all are not very uncommon, It may be
that the conatant use of cigsrette holders can remove a real
cause of irritation. It seems to me probable that different
classes of smokers are congenitally differentiated, and that the
elasses whioh choose different forma of thies indulgence are not
equally susceptible to all forms of omnoer, just as blood groups
O and A are now known to be unequally afflicted by cancer of the

stomach,

Sinocerely youra,



