27th February, 195Z.

My dear Fermack,

I was approosched nearly cipght years ago now by the
A«R.0Us on the project to establioh in various apiropriate
pentres, departmente capabls both of t-amh:l.n, and of ndvicory
work in otatisties, [HNaturally, I um very strougly in favouy
of such a move, though it certainly is full of grest diffioulties.

I think one muat regard the problem as anslagous to
that of the technologiocal studkes engaged in, let us say, by
M.1,T., lliking mdvanced physisal Investigations with entirely
practioal anginsering problema. Tie experiemoe of suoh
places soens te bo impressive and unsnimous in fevour of the
View that is is essential lor sdequate or competent tesshing
that the teaphers should have sonstant sxperience of the
technologieal probvleme arising in industry and that this
experienge should refer to ourrent problems and mot to older
problens whioch have geased to be of interest.

A departient of !athematioal Btatistios ﬂh.w ima=
glnation beyond the realm of the olassicel theory of prohability
(end statiotical tesohing Bs oerteinly undertalken by a good
meny University departoents knowing né more thap this), would
pertainly do mére harm than good. Studies under suoh namse
&R the design of experinents, decision functions, sogeptunce
tests, guality control, seguential cnalysis, sample survep



are now an intapral part of the atudy of Matha:maticanl Htatiatica
snd have obviocusly ssilt over into commurce and Industry
on n largo scale.

With all thia in view I have no heeitation in advieing
that suoh s gentre as you have unfer diecuseion should plan
to integrate teaching closely with project work in whiech
peactioal experlence oan be gained by those who are capables
of learning from it in contradistinetisan to the ruinous
of segregating the koener minde inte a completely sterilas
atmosphere.

Neadless to may, I have mugh difficulty in combating
the latter tendenoy at Oanbridge.

Wpig

Bingeraly yours,



