27 March 1934.

Frofessor Q.H.Thomson,
Department of Education,

Rdinburgn,
Bear Frofessor Thomson,

Many thanks for your information about
Otis test. If for children of the same age the reliability
gosa down to 0.9E, that at once acoounts for rather mere
than half of what Hogben aseribes to environmental effects
actilg before birth and in infancy. Im fact,itm was groessly
negligent of him toapply the question of reliability and
toisake no duplicate tests himself.

I see that the average of &?n-l}nurnht.ima
between n variates can have all posktive valuss up to one,
but cannet De more negative than —  and this, I think, is
due to the fact that positive correlations have a way of
being poesitively correlated with each other,while negative
eorrelations have a tendency to be negatively cerralated,
which makes their average much less variable, but I do not
think it qul:u}- that any particular cerrelation chosen at
random is more likely to be positive than negativej for
suppose the choosing at random took place in twe atages, thae



one, the choice of what to measure and the other that the choice
whether to countthe measurement positive or negative. If
equal probabllities are given to thie latter chelce any
particular gerrelation has an egual probability of being
positive or negative, but yet, the aggregate of the wholm set
will have its average limited in the same way as befere.

Yours sinocesrely,



