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Hr, Bethuel M, Webater,
Webater Sheffield & Chrystie,
40, Wall Btreet,

NEW Y'BK 5, N.T,

Dear Mr, Webater,

‘1 have just received your letter of 2nd Ootober, I think it was
inevitable, with the large expenditurs of publio money now going on te
persuade the public that oigarette smoking is especially dangerous, that
some fanatlc or fanatical assoociation should try to use the law as &
weapon; for indeed If auch an motion as you mentien were to sucosed,
sven partially, the position of those manufmoturing or distributing
olghrettes would be meriously threatened,

As you have meen the pamphlet "Smoking - the cancer controversy”,
you have all oy opinions mo far expressed publioly. I am impressed, in
view of the ability of modern chemistry in the ssparation and identifios-
tion even of complex subatances, by the failure to demonatrate caroeno-
genlo aotivity partipulerly in oligarette smoke. I am impressed too with
the absurdity of claiming that cigerette smoke in the lungs oan cause
cancer and that the hablt of inhaling cigarette smoke in bulk into the
lung ocan diminish the inocldence of cemcer. In fact I should like to de
what I can, merely in the interests of sound solentiflc remsoning, te
prevant statistioal methode from being disoredited ms & means of medioal
resesarch, as they surely will be if this rather alight finding of Hill
and Doll and its various mimics in other countries wers taken as providing
an important advance in preventive medioine,

My ewn qualifioations are statistlcal and not mediocal, I heve been
now for SUyears a Fellow of the Royal Soolety of London, belng eleated in
1529 on asocount of my statistical work whish had becowme known in the
previous ten years. I hava ssrved a term as Presldent of the Royal
Statistica. Soolety, am indesd has Ersdford Hill, Three of my books deal
in detell with the logloal mathodology of the interpretation of statistioal
date and I give overleal information about their publicatien, You oould
alse get information about me from the Britlsh "Who's Whe®, I say all
this to show that eo.far as objesotive evidenoe goss I have qualificstions
whioh should perhaps be acceptable in & court of law.

At the moment 1 am living as & retired professor here in Adelalde,
I have therafore tiwe, though at a great distance, to attend to the affalr
and to draft answers to any guestions on whioh you would like a written
opinjon., As regards attendance in your offloes in New York or in ocourt,
you must consider whether it is worth your olient's while to mest the
roturn alr fare, which will come to about 1830, besides expenses in the
United Statea, I should be free so far as I know yet during the whole
of naxt November, I you want me %o come ever pleass cable so as to
give me time to make arrangements.
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