10th ¥ay, 1635

Professor W .ilu:l.nhnr-s,
Uferatrasse B4,

Tubingen
WURTEMBURG,

Germany

Dear Frofessor Welnberg,

Thanks for your letter of May 8th about Dr.Bidewig's
note. When I succeeded to the oontrol of the "Annals," I
found that my predecessor, ';- hnnun, had ascepted a long
paper from Dr, Bodewlg, of which he had published the fivst
part) further, that he had eriticised some of the remaris
in this paper in an editorial commsnt, and thus given
Dr. Bodowlg soma right to reply. But, looking through the
materisl offered, I deoided that no more of 1t ought to be
published, bub that i1t wee only fair to Dr. Bodewig te let
him have a short apaoe for rejoinder on the points on which he
thought himself 1ll-used, I alae¢ accepted the short paper
from Dr. Eoller which is printed after Dr. Bodewlg's note.

30 far as I oan Judge, Dr, Bedewig's paper will
be talken no more sericusly in this gountry than in mg?-ﬁf“""f
What I have dene has been merely to make sure that he should
have ne ground for ocmmsidering that he had been treated
with injustice, I have sinee refused to print sontroversial
matter on the subjeet, even from the former editor of the
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Journal. I eannot, therefore, ascept your own letter for
publisation, though I am very glad to have 1t, and to learn
your views.

I think you make an important polnt in that, if by
edueative popular propagands, combined with economie readjust-
ments, the sounder portions of the population sould be induced
to Inorease their birthrate, then sterilisation of the unscund
would be able to do far more good towards rasial improvement
than i1t can do at present. While on this topils, I should be
very glad to know whether the rate of reprodustion in Germany
shows & real inorease in 1833, as 18 somebimes asserted in this
ecountry, and, 1if se, to what extent the inereased birthvate malkes
good the reprodustive defleiensy observed in previcuas years,

I suppose that in the period 1¥87.32, births fell short of
those needed te maintain a stationary population, by semething
like 15%-20f. Do you lmow of any ocaloulations, relating the
morse ressent records of birthrete to the sime and age distribu-
tlon of the reproductive population in suoch a way that one
oan Jjudge whether the true repreductivity is still lower in
Germany than in Franee and the ether South Europesn sountriest

Some of my eolleagues in England, notably Frefesser
Haldane snd Cr., Penrese, are inelined te think that the
mitation rates of seme rare defeots, such ma hasmephilis, are
80 large that they ean be estimeted. This means something
1ilte 100 times ws great as the mmtation rates of the mutations
famlliar te genetlolsts in Dresophila, It 1s impertant, here,
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that the time unit in reokoming these rates 1is the generation
of the species conerrned, and not any mstronomieal unit of time .,
It may be, therefore, that the rates Iin man are generally
very much larger than in Drosophila, It ia probable, on the
other hand, that only exeeptionally high rates provide material
for estimetion of thair magnitude,

Yours sincerely,



