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Abstract

This thesis presents a detailed historical analysis of the origins of the policy and
practice of intercountry adoption — the legal adoption of children from overseas — in
Australia.  Efforts by  Australian families to adopt children from
overseas were made in the years immediately following the Second World War, but it
was not until the Vietnam War that significant numbers of adopted children began to
arrive in Australia. This thesis focuses on the period from 1968, when the first
Vietnamese children were adopted, up until Operation Babylift in 1975, and examines
the development of state and Commonwealth government policies towards intercountry
adoption. Through an examination of the relationship between state and
Commonwealth government authorities, international social welfare organisations,
volunteer groups and individual adoptive parents, it argues that each phase of the
development of adoption policy was shaped by broader political considerations, such as
foreign affairs, defence and immigration policies, moreso than any consideration for the

interests of the children themselves.
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