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Abstract

Integrated coastal management (ICM) has had limited success in the Asia-Pacific region where,
according to the literature, only three countries have inter-agency or inter-ministerial coordinating
mechanisms, including Indonesia as the only developing country. However, there is a lack of
research into the practice and efficiency of these coordinating mechanisms in Indonesia and the
extent to which ICM can operate in practice, particularly in areas with complex administration

such as Jakarta Bay.

This research aims to investigate the applicability of an ICM approach within the existing
Indonesian governance systems focusing on Jakarta Bay. The bay is adjacent to the Jakarta
metropolitan area of 6,406.33 km2, which is inhabited by approximately 28 million people, has
some of the highest economic development in in the country, is experiencing population growth,
and economic development pressures related to pollution, erosion, subsidence, flooding, habitat
degradation and loss of ecosystem. These diverse problems are subject to the complexities of
management between different sectors and jurisdictional boundaries. It is in this context that this

research investigates an integrated approach for managing coastal areas of Jakarta Bay.

The research was carried out in two steps. First, a literature study of ICM concepts, principles
and successful practices in the region was conducted to explore the factors required in designing
an ICM initiative and to identify the enabling factors that could be adopted in a Jakarta Bay ICM
framework. Second, a detailed case study of Jakarta Bay was conducted to investigate the state
of the Jakarta Bay coast, and gain a better understanding of the coastal governance provisions in
Indonesia and the current management system of Jakarta Bay. The primary data for the case
study was obtained through interviews and surveys of government officers and members of
coastal communities. Government officers were selected from sectoral offices involved in
managing Jakarta Bay at national, provincial and municipal levels. Secondary data was obtained

from government documents, research reports and academic articles.

The research shows that the governance system in Indonesia has advantages and
disadvantages for employing an ICM approach. A major advantage is an existing umbrella policy
to conduct an integrated approach for coastal management (Law 27/2007). However, the policy
has not been fully implemented, and many of the derived regulations are not finalised. The

current management structure has no single agency to coordinate divergent perspectives among

Xiv



sectors and different levels of government. The structure also experiences problems with inter-
sectoral and inter-level connection. On the other hand, sekda (local government secretary) is a
critical entity in the management structure that is potentially capable of mobilising sectoral offices
to employ an ICM approach. The research also concludes that there is a need for an initiator or
champion to drive the ICM agenda. In addition, an entry point is needed to enable access and
communication with leaders and a mechanism to convince decision makers of the importance of

an ICM approach.

The contributions of this research are two-fold. Firstly, it provides new insights into coastal
governance in Indonesia and reveals key differences between the purpose of existing coastal
legislation and policies compared with some of the problems of implementation and the reality of
what happens in practice. Secondly, the research provides a framework for adopting an ICM
approach for Jakarta Bay within the existing legislation and the complexities of the various

management structures currently operating.
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