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Abstract 

The development of local area population projection assumptions relies on judgement; 

the judgement of the projection practitioner, on expert opinion of likely levels and trends 

in demographic factors or on the contribution of a panel of experts. This judgement is 

made at a point in time, with limited information, and with the knowledge that reality is 

complex, uncertain and continually changing. This study aims to improve this 

judgement. 

The underlying premise of this study is that the future distribution of the population will 

be reflected in future urban form – the structure and density of the built environment. 

To better understand future urban form requires an understanding of the forces that act 

on the urban system to shape future urban form outcomes. To better understand these 

forces, this study develops a conceptual framework to evaluate the substantive 

arguments that may support or negate scenarios of potential future urban form, using a 

modified argument-based approach (Lutz, 2006; Lutz, 2009). 

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach to overcome some of the problems 

inherent in intuitive judgement, by facilitating the ‘objective judgement’ of a panel of 

experts. The complexity of the urban system is understood through the examination of 

possible economic, policy, environmental and lifestyle drivers of residential location 

choice and urban form outcomes. This approach provides an alternative view of likely 

future urban pathways that is plausible, defensible and potentially more accurate than 

assumptions based on intuitive judgement alone (Kahneman and Tversky, 1977). 

Three perspectives on likely future urban form, and therefore the distribution of the 

population, are taken – an interpretation of the cross-disciplinary literature around this 

space; the opinions of a panel of experts; and an evaluation of the substantive 

arguments underpinning the forces that shape future urban form. 

The results from the evaluation of substantive arguments differ significantly from the 

literature review and panel opinion. The most likely urban form outcome based on the 

modified argument-based approach is for continued fringe growth; and the least likely 

outcome is for Transit Oriented Development (TODs) and corridor development. This is 

an important finding given the prominence of TODs and corridor development in the 

literature – particularly relating to environmental imperatives - and within government 

planning strategies. 
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