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Abstract

This study investigates the history and evolution of the concept of ‘local food’ in Australia from the
late 18th to the early 21st century. It does so by examining and explaining the meanings attached to
and conveyed by local foods within their social-historical context. This is the first academic inquiry into
the history of local foods in Australia and thus it makes an original contribution to the fields of
Australian history, food history and marketing studies. The thesis argues that a preference for local
food did exist in the post-1788 environment and supports this argument with the identification of
various factors that were responsible for distinguishing local foods in Australia, including government
intervention, industrialisation, marketing and the desire to develop a cultural identity separate from
Britain, promoting a fierce independence reflected in the production of branded Australian-made
products starting around the time of Federation. Using a history of commaodities approach to link the
production and consumption of local food products in four case studies, the main forces driving the
connections to local foods are documented. The thesis contends that definitions of ‘local’ and
understandings of the benefits associated with local foods have clearly shifted over time and the
changes in meanings make it confusing for today’s consumers, meaning there are a number of
fundamental uncertainties relating to how the distinctive characteristics of local foods may be
determined, and how the special end qualities of such products may be understood or identified.

4|Page



Thesis Declaration

| certify that this work contains no material which has been accepted for the award of any other degree
or diploma in my name in any university or other tertiary institution and to the best of my knowledge
and belief, contains no material previously published or written by another person, except where due
reference has been made in the text. In addition, | certify that no part of this work will, in the future,
be used in a submission in my name for any other degree or diploma in any university or other tertiary
institution without the prior approval of the University of Adelaide and where applicable, any partner
institution responsible for the joint award of this degree.

| give consent to this copy of my thesis, when deposited in the University Library, being made available
for loan and photocopying, subject to the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968.

| also give permission for the digital version of my thesis to be made available on the web, via the
University’s digital research repository, the Library Search and also through web search engines,
unless permission has been granted by the University to restrict access for a period of time.

Susan M. Chant

30" November 2015

5|Page



Acknowledgements

I am grateful for the generous support, assistance and guidance of my supervisor Professor Rachel
Ankeny and my co-supervisors Dr Heather Bray and Dr Laura Prosperi at the University of Adelaide. |
wish to also thank Margaret Hosking at the Barr Smith Library for her assistance. Lastly, | would like to
acknowledge the editorial assistance of fellow PhD candidate Jessica Loyer.

6|Page



	TITLE: A HISTORY OF LOCAL FOOD IN AUSTRALIA 1788-2015
	Table of Contents
	Abstract
	Thesis Declaration
	Acknowledgements




