24th Ootobar, 1956,

My dear C. B.,,

Thank you for the book., What & most unlucky mccident to
Nell and you, Do convey to her my concern and sympathy.

Rather curiously my aseistant, George Owen, had & brokem shin
when I oame back. He comes along on crutches to give hia leotures,
eitting, and with an moolyte o write on the board for him.

I am glad you thought well of the book, You may be amused
to see a ocopy of the firet review which has yet come my way, from
2lant Breeding Abatracts, published by the Commonwealth Bureau of
Plant Breeding and Genetica. It seems he did not need to read
beyond the blurb to arrive at a final judgement, but what a place
Cambridge iz for suoh little knov-alls!

Quite apart from the ocontent, I hope the other Commonwealth
Bureaux do not encourage reviews in this style. Whenever I have
had ooccasion to give such advice, I mlways urge on reviewers the
importance of saying what the book is about, if possible relabing
it %o previous work on kindred topice, and that it is only rarely
that the reader of & review expects the reviewer teo sit in
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Judgement. It would be interesting to find out what instructions
in fact are given for this purposs,

Sinceraly yours,

Ene ., Plesar rebse



