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Abstract

This study is about the Bedouin of the main tribes of Kuwait, and the members of their tribes
who have never received citizenship, who are called the ‘Bedoun.” The study was framed
within the theory of sociology, including the humanistic approach of Florien Znaniecki, and
theories of ethnicity, identity and labelling. The methodological approach was inductive,
involving a variety data collection methods including fieldwork in Kuwait, historical
research, collaborative methodology, and thematic analysis. I argue that the Bedouin are a
distinct ethnic group rather than merely a 'social group' in Kuwaiti society, and that the
Bedoun are an emerging ethnic sub-group of the Kuwaiti Bedouin. The Bedoun hold
multiple identifications, sharing ethnic identification within the same tribes as citizens, but
they have also developed to form a new collective identity, characterised by social solidarity
and unique national consciousness. This has occurred due to their historical,
intergenerational absorption of the national identity as citizens of Kuwait in accordance with
government policy, followed by their collective experiences of imposed, restrictive cultural
re-organisation of the group since the 1980s, including administrative expulsion, ‘status
adjustment,” a form of identity erasure, and violent ethnic cleansing. The Bedoun have also
developed an intellectual identity since their administrative expulsion, when they were
expelled from schools and university. They have developed some degree of resistance to the
attempt by Hadar intellectuals to prevent the group acquiring the education and political
consciousness with which they could remedy their statelessness and deprivation of their
human rights. The emergence of new forms of identity have assisted the Bedoun to
rationalise their suffering and improve their capacity to articulate their collective experience.
These changes indicate that creative, cultural re-organisation is taking place in the
community, though they remain extraordinarily vulnerable. Cross-fertilisation has taken
place with people from other cultures, especially for intellectuals and community leaders
who have worked with international humanitarian agencies, journalists and scholars since the
beginning of the Arab Spring. The Bedoun have also experienced marginalisation,
stigmatisation and labelling in their daily social interactions with others, due to the
prevalence of a deeply rooted nationalist ideology that denies the identity of all Bedouin as
‘Kuwaitis.” Thus, the group has played a crucial, symbolic role in Kuwaiti citizen culture,
and this role explains why statelessness has been imposed on them. The Bedoun population
has been reduced by around two-thirds over the last twenty-five years. Without the
intervention of international organisations and governments, their population and culture
may be destroyed altogether. Recommendations include a call for the investigation of
Kuwait’s official identity erasure policies and measures ('status adjustment'), methods of

criminalisation and intense cultural restrictions faced by the group, by the United Nations



Rapporteurs on Genocide and the Responsibility to Protect. The study also suggests the
establishment of genuine mechanisms of representation for the community within the United
Nations framework, and the implementation of international development measures that
would enable the UNDP and UNESCO to establish baseline population data on the group to

preserve and protect their future development.
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Surah al Balad
The City

In the name of God,

the Gracious, the Compassionate.

I swear by this land.
While you are a legal resident at this land.
A father and what he begets.

We have created the human being to struggle.
Does he think that no one is able to best him?
He says: "l spent so much money!"
Does he think that no one saw him?
Did We not make for him two eyes?

A tongue and two lips?

We guided him to both paths?

He should choose the better path.

Do you know which the better path is?
The freeing of slaves.

Or the feeding on a day of great hardship.
An orphan of relation.

Or a poor person in need.

Then he has become one of those who
have acknowledged,
and exhort one another
to patience,
and exhort one another
to kindness.

Those are the people of happiness.

As for those who rejected Our signs,
they are the people of misery.

Upon them is a fire closed over.

Quran, A Reformist Translation, translated by Edip Yuksel (2007).
In classical versions of the Quran, this verse is called 'The Land.'
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