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Abstract

This thesis critically examines the processes involved in the construction of the
historical linguistic record for the north-west region of South Australia. From the 1870s, a
string of travellers — explorers, surveyors, scientists and missionaries — have contributed to
a body of linguistic material, including placenames, ‘tribal’ names, vocabularies, songs and
tjukurpa (stories}. In the Native title era this body of written material has taken on a new
function, effectively becoming evidence available to be used for or against Nalive title
claimants. In light of recent events (the De Rose Hill Native title claim), this thesis asks the
all too necessary questions: what sort of knowledge does this linguistic material constitute

and how was it constructed?

The primary focus of (his thesis is the work of Norman B. Tindale. Drawing
heavily upon Tindale’s manuscript materials, and also upon a wide range of literature anc
other archival sources, this thesis enquires into the processes by which Tindale's
Pitjantjatjara, Yankunytjatjara and Antikirinya representations were constiucted. This
thesis seeks to answer the following questions: to what extent are these representations the
result of Tindale’s own preoccupations;, what role did linguistic criteria play in their
delineation; and how did the wider contexts within which he worked influence his

linguistic endeavours?

This thesis argues that, in producing his tribal representations, Tindale effectively
reduced a diversity of indigenous practices to ordered categories more reflective of
Western and colonial concepts than indigenous views. Tindale did not consider linguistic
criteria in any depth, his informants were few, and the tribal boundaries appear to a large
extent {o be arbitrary, In addition, Tindale’s linguistic work was heavily biased towards the
category ‘Pitjantjatjara’ and was informed by notions of racial and (to a certain extent)
linguistic purity. Moreover, because these (among other) preoccupations played a direct
role in shaping the historical linguistic record, they must be considered when interpreting
the historical records rather than simply accepting them at face value, as lawyers,

anthropologists and linguists have done in the past.
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